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Public Welfare is Government’s Highest Priority:

YouthUpdate NEWS

Chief Minister Dr.
Yadav undertook

a 1.5-kilometre
roadshow while
proceeding from the
Government Post-
graduate College in
Shujalpur to interact
with the public. He
received a grand
welcome with flower
showers from more
than 50 platforms set
up by various social
organisations. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav
also reciprocated by
showering flowers on
the gathered public
and expressed his
gratitude for their
warm reception.

hief Minister Dr. Mohan
‘ Yadav said that under the

leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi, the
country is setting new milestones
of development. Congratulating
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on the completion of his 12-
year golden tenure, Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Yadav said that Madhya
Pradesh continues to make steady
progress on the path of develop-
ment under his leadership and
guidance. He noted that after the
formation of Madhya Pradesh,
the state had only five medical
colleges. However, keeping pub-
lic welfare as the highest priority,
the government has facilitated the
establishment of seven new med-
ical colleges in the last two years
alone. The Chief Minister added
that Shajapur district has its own
distinct identity, and Sundarsi in
Shujalpur has historical links with
Samrat Vikramaditya. Shujalpur
is among the most capable and
prosperous tehsils of Shajapur

district.

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav ad-
dressed an event organised in
Shujalpur to launch the ‘College
Chalo Abhiyan’ and commence
the admission process in colleges
across the state. Higher Education
Minister Shri Inder Singh Parmar
and other public representatives
were present on the occasion.
CM Dr. Yadav Performs Bhoomi
Poojan for Ayurvedic College,
Hospital and AYUSH Hospital

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav inaugu-
rated and laid foundation stones
for 43 development works worth
3388 crore. He also laid the foun-
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dation stone for an Ayurvedic

College and Hospital to be built

at a cost of 70 crore and a 50-

bed AYUSH Hospital costing
%14.37 crore.

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav Inau-
gurates Four Sandipani Schools
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav inau-
gurated four Sandipani Schools,
Maa Sharda Sandipani Vidya-
laya, Maharana Pratap Sandip-
ani Vidyalaya, Mihir Bhoj San-
dipani Vidyalaya and Raja Bhoj
Sandipani Vidyalaya, construct-
ed at a cost of X122 crore. Four
new Primary Health Centres
built at a cost of I14.58 crore
were also inaugurated during
the programme.

New Record Set in Wheat Pro-
curement in Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said

that Madhya Pradesh has always
been a land of immense poten-

tial. However, until 2002-03,
only about 7.5 lakh hectares of
land in the state were irrigated.
Farmers in villages had limited
access to electricity, and essen-
tial infrastructure such as water,
electricity and roads was inade-
quate. He said that the govern-
ment has significantly expanded
irrigation coverage and ensured
better prices for farmers pro-
duce. This year, wheat was pro-
cured from farmers at 32,625 per
quintal, setting a new record for
wheat procurement in the state.
He reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to fulfilling all an-
nouncements made in Krishak
Kalyan Varsh.

More Than 250 Million People
Lifted Out of Poverty Across the

Mohan Y_a(lav

Country
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that the state government is pav-
ing the way for Madhya Pradesh’s
progress through good gover-
nance. Welfare schemes are bene-
fiting every section of society, in-
cluding the poor, farmers, youth,
women and other needy citizens.
He said that more than 250 mil-
lion people have been lifted out
of poverty across the country,
which is a matter of great pride.
The Chief Minister added that
chants of devotion are resonat-
ing from Ujjain to Ayodhya and
at the Bhojshala in Dhar. The
government remains committed
to implementing court decisions
in letter and spirit. Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Yadav said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modj, the state is expe-
riencing a continuous wave of

development. New medical col-

leges and Ayurvedic colleges are

being established, and no short-

age of development works will be

allowed over the next two-and-a-
half years.

Historic Day for Ayurvedic Edu-
cation and Healthcare

Higher Education Minister Shri
Inder Singh Parmar said that
Shujalpur has long been a centre
of education and that the district
has received major gifts in the
fields of school education and
AYUSH healthcare. He highlight-
ed the inauguration of four new
Sandipani Schools named after
great historical personalities.

Minister Shri Parmar calling it a
historic day for Ayurveda educa-
tion, said that the state is mov-
ing ahead with plans to establish
nine new Ayurvedic colleges. He
said that we have a target of es-
tablishing eleven new Ayurvedic
colleges across the state. Govern-
ment Homoeopathic College to
Be established in Ujjain

Minister Shri Parmar, announced
that a Government Homoeopath-
ic College would be established
in Ujjain. He said that providing
quality education and healthcare
remains a priority of the govern-
ment. Madhya Pradesh is among
the leading states in implement-
ing the National Education Poli-
cy, and PM Shri Excellence Col-
leges have been opened in every
district.

Royal Ghallengers Bengaluru win their second title in the Indi-
an Premier League. And they do it in back to hack years.

SHORT NEWS

Himani Shivpuri gets nos-
talgic, shares clip from
‘DDLY

Press Trust of India

eteran actor  Himani
Shivpuri went down mem-
ory lane as she shared a

video on social media alongside

Anupam Kher from the cult clas-

sic film “Dilwale Dulhania Le

Jayenge” and said it bought smile
to her face.

he film, which featured Ka-

jol and Shah Rukh Khan

released in 1995 and was
directed by Aditya Chopra.

he clip, which the actor
shared on her Instagram
handle on Sunday, featured

Shivpuri speaking to Kher.
TR e e e e e neneneem

Maharashtra leaders
mourn Suman Kalyan-
pur, recall her enduring
musical legacy

Press Trust of India

aharashtra Chief
M Minister ~ Devendra

Fadnavis, NCP (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar and Deputy
CM Eknath Shinde on Sunday
mourned the death of veteran
playback singer Suman Kalyan-
pur, remembering her as one of
India’s most celebrated voices
whose songs shaped generations
of music lovers.While Fadnavis
described her passing as the loss
of a divine voice that enriched
India’s musical heritage for more
than six decades, Pawar said it
marked the end of a golden era,
and Shinde called her an endur-
ing symbol of Indian light clas-
sical and film music.Kalyanpur,
who gave her voice to hits such
as “Na Na Karte” and “Tumne
Pukara’, passed away on Sunday
evening at her residence due to
age-related issues, a close friend

said. She was 89.

AGNECY SPORTS NEWS

oyal Challengers Ben-
Rgaluru (RCB) etched
their name deeper into

IPL history, defeating Gujarat
Titans (GT) by five wickets in
the TATA IPL 2026 final at the
Narendra Modi Stadium to suc-
cessfully defend their crown.
Chasing 156, RCB reached 161/5
with 12 balls to spare, becoming
only the third franchise after
Chennai Super Kings and Mum-
bai Indians to retain the IPL ti-
tle.The triumph gave RCB their
second IPL trophy, taking them
level with multiple-title win-
ners and cementing their place
among the competition’s most
successful sides.Having won the
toss, captain Rajat Patidar opted
to bowl first — a decision that
paid dividends almost immedi-
ately.The RCB seamers bulldozed
GT’s prominent batting line-up

with their short ball ploy. Six of
the eight GT batters were out
to short length deliveries. The
ploy was successfully launched

by Josh Hazlewood and Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar dismissing
Shubman Gill and Sai Sudharsan
respectively and the GT batters

struggled to establish any mo-
mentum. The pattern continued
throughout the innings. Nishant
Sindhu attempted to counter-

attack but lost his footing while
going for a big hit and holed out
on the boundary. With wickets
falling at regular intervals, Gu-
jarat gound themselves unable to
build the partnerships that had
defined their campaign.Washing-
ton Sundar stood alone amidst
the collapse. The left-hander
produced a composed unbeaten
50 oft 37 deliveries, holding the
innings together while wickets
tumbled around him. His resis-
tance was crucial in dragging GT
to a respectable total after they
had repeatedly lost momentum.
The lower order briefly threat-
ened a late flourish. Arshad Khan
struck 15 off six balls before fall-
ing to Hazlewood, Rahul Tewa-
tia managed only seven before
Rasikh Salam struck, while Jason
Holder’s dismissal for seven gave
Bhuvneshwar his 28th wicket of
the season. Rashid Khans brief
cameo ended when Rasikh struck
again as GT finished on 155/8.

RCB’s response could not have
begun in more emphatic fashion.
Virat Kohli and Venkatesh Iyer
tore into the chase, bringing up
the team fifty in just 3.3 overs —
the fastest fifty by a side in an IPL
final. The opening partnership
immediately seized control of the
contest and placed GT under im-
mense pressure. yers promotion
proved a masterstroke. Intro-
duced as an Impact Player later in
the game, he smashed 32 off just
16 deliveries before Mohammed
Siraj finally broke through. Kagi-
so Rabada then removed Devdutt
Padikkal for one, a wicket that
secured the Purple Cap for him
this season.GT briefly sensed an
opening when Rashid Khan dis-
missed both Rajat Patidar and
Krunal Pandya within four deliv-
eries. Tim David also fell after a
successful review, giving Gujarat
a glimmer of hope.

Anand Mahindra Adds World's Highest Railway Arch
Bridge To His ‘Bucket List

Agency NEWS

Anand Mahindra shared a
breathtaking clip showing the
Vande Bharat train gliding
across the massive steel bridge
surrounded by Himalayan
landscapes ndian industrial-
ist Anand Mahindra has once
again sparked a wave of admi-
ration online, this time with
a stunning video of a Vande
Bharat Express journey across
the iconic Chenab Rail Bridge
in Jammu and Kashmir. And
honestly, the internet cannot
sto talﬁin about it. Taking to
X (formerly Twitter), Anand
Mahindra shared a breathtak-
ing clip showing the Vande
Bharat train gliding across the
massive steel%aridge surround-
ed by Himalayan landscapes.
The visuals looked straight out
of a movie, with deep valleys
below, mountains in the back-

ground, and the train running
smoothly.

The Chenab Rail
Bridge itself is a massive
achievement. Built over
the Chenab River in the
mountains of Jammu
and Kashmir, it is rec-
ognised as the world’s
highest railway arch
bridge. Along with the
video, Mahindra wrote,
“Vande Bharat glidin
across the Chenab Rai
bridge.  The world’s
highest railway arch
bridge. Some journeys
are transportation from
point A to point B.
Some are experiences.
This one has definitely
made it tlo my bucket

ist”

The Internet Wants To Ex-
perience It Too

His words instantly struck
a chord with people online.

Within minutes, social media
users began pouring into the

comments section, calling the
bridge an engineering won-

der and one of India’s proud-
est achievements. One user

raised the incredible minds
ehind the project and wrote,
“Absolutely ~ stunning.
Hats off to the engineers
and everyone involved in
this project... Taller than
the Eiffel Tower and built
to withstand both earth-
quakes and extreme Hi-
malayan winds”

Another person
called the bridge a sym-
bol of Indias growing
infrastructure ower
and commented, “Abso-
lutely breathtaking, Sir!
This is not just a jour-
ney or transportation;
it’s a living testament to
world-class Indian engi-

neering”

The comment sec-

tion quickly turned into

a celebration of Indian in-
novation. People described

the bridge as “magnificent;
“goosebump-inducing” and
“a dream come true” One
emotional comment read, “It’s
so stunning that no word can
do justice to the breathtaking
beauty. Thank you for shar-
ing”?

Another user became poet-
ic and wrote, “This is not just
engineering, it is poetry built
in steel. From the Himalayas
to the world’s highest railway
arch bridge, India is building
history that future generations
will admire” One user wrote,
“Every great bridge does two
things: it shortens distanc-
es and expands possibilities.
This one seems to do both
beautifully” And that thought
perfectly captured why people

were so moved by the video.
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station alerted the SDRF
as Vishesh Chauhan, on

along wil

Noida Trekker Goes Missing On Uttarakhandss

he State Disaster Response Force has launched a search and rescue
operation on the Pindari Glacier trekking route in Uttarakhand’s
Bageshwar district to trace a trekker from Noida who went missing
while returning from the trail, officials said on Sunday.The Kapkot police
ost there about the missing trekker, identified
e night of May 29.

ccording to the officials, Chauhan had headed to the Pindari Gla-
cier track accompanied by alocal porter. He got separated from
the porter during the return journey and failed to reach the base
within the scheduled time, prompting a request for SDRF assistance.
Following this, an SDRF team le(i) K%{e
the local police, left for the spot, they said

ad Constable Teeka Singh Karki,
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Weather Today LIVE: Drastic Drop In Temperatures

drastic fall in temperatures kept Delhi cooler than normal on
Sunday, with the city recording a maximum temperature of 35.8
degrees Celsius, 4.2 degrees below normal. The city received 0.9

mm of rainfall in the 24 hours ending 8.30 am on Saturday, while no

rainfall was recorded between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm, according to India

Meteorological Department (IMD) data.
eather experts attributed the cooler conditions to rain and

Wthunderstorm activity associated with an ongoing western

disturbance over Rajasthan and central Pakistan.
€CThe rain and thunderstorm activity over Delhi-NCR is due to the
influence of an active western disturbance over Rajasthan and central
Pakistan,” weather experts said.
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Devi Ahilyabai Laid Foundation of National Awakening Genturies Ago: GM Dr. Yadav

Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai Taught Indians to Live with Dignity and Courage CM Dr. Yadav Joins 301st Birth Anniversary

han Yadav participat-

ed in the 301st birth
anniversary celebrations of
Punyashloka Lokmata Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar at Gandhi
Hall in Indore on Sunday. Ad-
dressing the grand commem-
orative event, Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav described Devi
Ahilyabai as an unparalleled
embodiment of good gov-
ernance, public service and
cultural renaissance. He said
that Lokmata’s system of gov-
ernance reminds us of Ram
Rajya. At a time when pow-
erful kingdoms dominated
the political landscape, Devi
Ahilyabai established new
benchmarks of good gover-
nance through her exception-
al administrative skills. The
Chief Minister said that the
cultural and spiritual awak-
ening being witnessed in In-
dia today has its roots in the
foundations laid by Lokmata

YouthUpdate NEWS Chief Minister Dr. Mo-

Indore Mayor Shri Pushy-
amitra Bhargava said that
Indore has been the karm-
abhoomi of Lokmata Devi
Ahilyabai. He stated that
it is due to her blessings
and legacy that Indore has
entered the Super League
in cleanliness rankings and
is also leading in the Clean
Air Initiative. The Indore
Mayor added that Indore
is now moving towards be-
coming a digital city, with
development taking place
in every direction. By 2029,
the city’s water storage and
supply capacity is expect-
ed to double. Mayor Shri
Bhargava said that Ahilya
Utsav 2026 is a fitting
tribute to Lokmata Devi
Ahilyabai and reflects the
city’s continued commit-
ment to the ideals and path
she envisioned.

nearly three centuries ago.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that Devi Ahilyabai Holkar
played a significant role not
only as an able ruler but also
as a compassionate protec-
tor of religion, society and
culture. By restoring numer-
ous temples and pilgrimage
sites across the country, she

revitalised Indias faith tra-
ditions and Sanatan culture.
The Chief Minister said that
by rebuilding temples, which
symbolise faith and devotion,
she safeguarded religion and
made public welfare the cor-
nerstone of governance. He
added that she taught Indians
to live with self-respect and to

stand up and fight for it. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav conferred
the Ahilya Gaurav Samman’
on Justice Shri Anand Singh
Bahrawat and Justice Shri Hi-
manshu Joshi of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, both
distinguished  personalities
from Indore. He also distrib-
uted awards to the winners of

a photography competition.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that Lokmata deeply under-
stood the essence of dharma.
She was a visionary ruler who
encouraged  entrepreneur-
ship and possessed profound
knowledge of politics, diplo-
macy, financial management
and economics. He noted that
her foresight continues to be
reflected in the global recog-
nition of Maheshwari sarees,
which today showcase In-
dias rich textile heritage and
entrepreneurial  excellence.
The Chief Minister said that
the Madhya Pradesh Gov-
ernment is carrying forward
Lokmata’s ideals of public
service and welfare-oriented
governance. He highlighted
that the state is implement-
ing the Devi Ahilya Women
Empowerment Mission to
ensure the holistic social and
economic empowerment of
women. Through this mis-
sion, effective steps are being

taken to make women self-re-
liant and empowered. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav further
informed that Police Battal-
ion No. 1 in Indore has been
named the Ahilyabai Battal-
ion in her honour. Recalling
the celebrations of Lokma-
ta’s 300th birth anniversary,
he said that a State Cabinet
meeting was held at Rajwada
in Indore and a large-scale
women’s conference was or-
ganised in Bhopal. Referring
to Lokmatas contribution to
nation-building, Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Yadav described her as
a skilled administrator, a pio-
neer of good governance, and
an enduring source of inspi-
ration for women’s empow-
erment. He congratulated the
Indore Municipal Corpora-
tion and the office-bearers of
the co-organising institution
Avom Bharat for successfully
organising the grand event in
her memory.

IMDAlet for 49Aressin MP: Hailgormin Dhar; Heavy
Rainfall Forecad for Khargoneand Burhanpur; Sorms
Al Expected in Bhopal, Indore, and Ujjain Divisons

he Meteorological Department has issued an alert for thunder-
storms, rain, and hailstorms for 49 cities across the state over
the next 24 hours. According to Senior Meteorologist Arun

Sharma, there is a likelihood of hailstorms in Dhar district. Addition-
ally, a warning for heavy rainfall has been issued for Khargone and
Burhanpur. Strong winds, blowing at speeds of up to 60 kilometers
per hour, are expected in other divisions, including Bhopal, Indore,

and Ujjain.
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CM Mohan Yadav CallsPCC Chief ‘Scrap’;
Kamal Nath WritesThat CM Should Not

Forget Decorum, While Digvijaya Singh...
Durin a recent event, CM Mohan Yadav referred to PCC Chief

Jitu Patwari as “junk” from the Sta%/? This remark has outraged
the Congress party. Former Chief Minis

ters Kamal Nath an
Digvijaya Singh took to X (formerly Twitter) to condemn the CM’s
statement. They have demanded that the CM apologize. The exchange
of allegations and counter-allegations between the BJP and the Con-
gress has intensified following the revelation of the drinking water

quality test report for the Indore district.
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Coloniesin Madhya Pradesh to Receive‘ Aadhaar
Cards: Scan to Verify Legality; New Draft Pre-

pared

The Government of Madhya Pradesh is poised to take a sig-

nificant step toward standardizing the framework for colony
development across both urban and rural areas. Under this ini-

tiative, preparations have been finalized to implement the integrated
‘Colonizer Act, 2026 throughout the state for the development and
regularization of colonies. Currently, due to the existence of separate
regulations for urban and rural regions, many developers establish
unauthorized colonies within rural limits. The implementation of this
new framework will enable an effective curb on such activities.

Sl CHARINT
e
—

Gald Beoomes Cheaper on theFirst Day of June; Pric-
esDrop from Dehi to Chennai—Find Out theNew
Ratesin Your City.

n the first day of June, a decline in gold prices was recorded
across the country. From Delhi to Mumbai, Chennai, and Bho-
pal, the rates for both 24-carat and 22-carat gold have dropped.

The impact of a strengthening US dollar in the international market,
a surge in crude oil prices, and the prevailing uncertainty surround-
ing the US-Iran ceasefire was also evident in the domestic market.
Investors have adopted a cautious stance, making gold prices a major
topic of discussion. Over the past week, the price of 24-carat gold has
fallen by approximately 32,020, while a significant decline has also

been observed in 22-carat gold.

Commerdcial LPG Cylinders Become Costlierby Up to
Rs.5350:; Prices of 5-kg LPG Cylinders Also Rise by Rs.11.

YouthUpdate NEWS
BHOPAL

ommercial LPG cylinders

have become more ex-

pensive by ¥53.50 starting
today, June 1st. In Delhi, a com-
mercial cylinder is now available
for ¥3,113.50. The price of 5-k
LPG cylinders has been hike
by X11. Following this increase,
the price of this cylinder now
stands at ¥821.50. Additional-
ly, a new export duty on petrol,
Jiesel, and ATF—or aviation
fuel—has come into effect start-
ing today. Commercial Cylin-
ders Become Costlier by ¥53.50

Change: Oil companies have
raised the price of commercial

as cylinders by ¥53.50. In Delhi,
the price has risen to 33,113.50;
previously, it was available for
33,071.50. 5-kg Free Trade LPG
Cylinders Become 11 Costlier

The price of an FTL cylinder
has increased by 311 to reach
%821.50. Previously, its price
was 3810.50. The prices of 5-kg
domestic  cylinders  remain
unchanged at ¥339. The FTL
cylinder is also known as the
‘ghhotu’ cylinder, which can

be purchased by anyone with-
out the need for address proof.
These are primarily used by
migrant workers, students, or
small shopkeepers. The Central
Government has reduced the ex-
port duty on petrol, diesel, and
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aviation fuel. The new rates have
come into effect today, June 1.

The exf}fort duty on petrol has
been fixed at 1.5 per liter.
The export duty on diesel
has been set at ¥13.5 per liter.

The export duty on avia-
tion fuel (ATF) has been
fixed at 9.5 per liter

Impact: This is a type of tax lev-
ied by the government on goods

sold outside the country. The re-

duction in this tax will result in

higher profits for refinery com-

panies. There will be no change

in domestic petrol and diesel
prices.

June 5:World Environment

Day— Clean Village, Safe (li-

mate Campaign Organized
fromJuneltoJune5

YouthUpdate NEWS
BHOPAL

very year, June 5 is
observed as World
Environment Day.

This year, on the occasion of
World Environment Day, the
Department of Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation (Ministry
of Jal Shakti) is launching the
“Clean Village, Safe Climate”

campaign, which will run
from June 1 to June 5, 2026.
Chief Executive Officer Smt.
Ila Tiwari informed that, in
preparation for the imple-
mentation of this campaign,
a meeting for a one-day
training session will be held
on June 1, 2026, at 3:30 PM
in the conference hall of the
District Panchayat Office,
Bhopal.

291 Schools and 32 Villages in Bhopal Declared Tobacco-Free

World No Tobacco Day Observed Across Various Health Institutions in the District with Awareness Activities

YouthUpdate NEWS
BHOPAL

Tobacco Day on May 31,

awareness activities were
organized across various
health institutions through-
out the district. On this oc-
casion, a special program
marking “Tobacco Prohibi-
tion Week” was organized at
the JP District Hospital, Bho-
pal, under the theme “Un-
masking the Appeal: Com-
bating Tobacco Addiction”
Worl§ No Tobacco Day is ob-
served from May 25th to May
31st. In Bhopal, 291 schools
and 32 villages have been
declared Tobacco-Free”

In observance of World No

The program was inaugurat-
ed by the Chief Medical and
Health Officer, Dr. Manish
Sharma, who flagged off the
event. Civil Surgeon Dr. San-
jay Jain, RMO Mr. Pramen-
dra Sharma, Dr. Jyotirmay
Chakraborty, and Counselor
Sarika Dubey were present

on this occasion. Dr. Jyotir-
may Chakraborty—the Dis-
trict Nodal Officer for the
National Tobacco Addiction
De-addiction Center—along
with all dental specialists,
OPD physicians, = gynecol-
ogists, counselors from the
Tobacco Addiction De-ad-
diction Center, RKSK
counselors, NCD

staff, and the en-

tire hospital staff
participated

actively in

the event.

To discour-
age the use

of tobacco
products,

a tobac-

co  pro-
hibition
aware-
ness
campaign

is eing
conduct-
ed across
the city
using  am-
bulances. The

objective of this initiative is
to provide accurate infor-
mation to the public while
countering the misleading
commercial gropaganda dis-
seminate by tobacco

TOBACCO DAY

companies. Extensive pub-
licity and awareness-build-
ing efforts are currently un-
derway throughout the city,
featuring banners promot-
ing tobacco prohibition dis-
played on these ambulances.

Competitions  centered
on the theme “Against
Addiction” were
organized  for
nursing  col-

lege students
and school
children,
and priz-
es were
award-

ed to

t h e
win -
ners.

T o -
bacco
users
were

e n -
cour-
aged to
adopt
safer IZ)ll—
terna -

tives—such as fennel seeds
(saunf), ginger, lemon wa-
ter, jaggery, and peanuts—as
substitutes for products like
*khaini* and *gutkha*. A
pledge for a “Tobacco-Free
Pregnancy” was also ad-
ministered during the event.

During the counseling ses-
sions, people were warned
about the health risks associ-
ated with tobacco use, specifi-
cally high blood pressure and
heart disease. Women were
informed about the adverse
effects of tobacco, such as in-
fertility and menstrual irreg-
ularities. Counseling services
were provided to interested
individuals, while eligible
beneficiaries received free
Nicotine Replacement Ther-
apy. To assist in combating
tobacco addiction, a toll-free
helpline—1800-11-2356—is
available. A helpdesk for NRT
de-addiction counseling is
available at the hospital.

Chief Minister Dr.Mohan Yadav Reviews Indores Water (Crisis

YouthUpdate NEWS

BHOPAL
hief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav visited the Divi-
sional Commissioner’s

Office in Indore sunday He con-
ducted a detailed review of the
water crisis situation and direct-
ed officials to take immediate
and effective measures to ad-
dress the situation. Chief Min-
ister Dr. Yadav instructed that
water supply be reviewed twice
daily, in the morning and eve-
ning, through the 24x7 Water
Control Room. He directed that
a special water supply plan be
implemented in water-stressed
wards and that relief be provided
to affected areas on a priority ba-

sis. The Chief Minister directed
officials to immediately address
inconsistencies and irregularities
in tap water supply schedules and
ensure equitable distribution of
water across all parts of the city.

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav em-
phasised the need to pay special
attention to water availability in
government colleges, hostels,
and other residential institutions.
He further ordered the launch
of a special enforcement drive
against water theft and directed
strict action against individuals
illegally drawing water through
motor pumps and other unau-
thorised means.

Ensure Full Utilisation of Water
Storage Facilities
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav di-

rected officials to ensure the
optimum utilisation of

the city’s large water
storage tanks. He
also instruct-
ed that both
private and
municipal
corpo-
ration
water
tank-
ers be
mon -
itored
in re-
al-time.
He directed
officials  to
immediately
repair  pipeline

leakages and reduce
distribution losses to prevent

water wastage. The Chief Min-
ister noted that a senior
officer of the rank of
Additional Chief
Secretary from
Bhopal had
previous-
ly visited
Indore
to re-
view
the sit-
uation
and said
that
such
officers
would
il be  deput-
B ed again if
' required.  Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav

also directed officials to

maintain regular coordination

and dialogue with public repre-

sentatives and citizens’ commit-

tees and to continuously provide

updates and reports on the water

crisis to the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice.

Water Resources Minister Shri
Tulsiram Silawat, Member of
Parliament Shri Shankar Lal-
wani, MLA Shri Golu Shukla,
MLA Smt. Malini Gaur, MLA,
Shri Madhu Verma, Mayor and
Shri  Pushyamitra Bhargava,
along with public representatives
and senior administrative offi-
cials, were present at the meet-
ing.
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Bhopal Gaurav Diwas:
An Immortal Saga of
Struggle, Sacrifice, and
Patriotism

Alok Sharma

Member of Parliament, Bhopal

oday, Bhopal is cele-

brating the 77th an-

niversary of its lib-
eration as ‘Bhopal Gaurav
Diwas’ (Bhopal Pride Day).
It is crucial for the people of
Bhopal—and particularly the
younger generation—to un-
derstand *why* and *how*
Bhopal finally attained its
true freedom so belatedly,
on June 1, 1949—two years
after the country had gained
its independence. In reality,
while India had broken free
from British rule on August
15, 1947, Bhopal remained
unliberated at that time. Nor
were any celebrations mark-
ing this freedom held here.
While the entire nation was
rejoicing in the festivities of
independence, an eerie si-
lence prevailed over Bhopal.
It was only after 659 days
that the Tricolor could final-
ly be hoisted in Bhopal. Of
the 584 princely states scat-
tered across the country at
the time of independence, the
vast majority had already be-
come integral parts of inde-
pendent India thanks to the
monumental efforts of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. Howev-
er, swayed by the influence
of Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
a few states—including Jun-
agadh, Bhopal, and Hyder-
abad—were eager to remain
independent entities and
merge with Pakistan rather
than becoming part of inde-
pendent India. Yet, the peo-
ple of Bhopal found this un-
acceptable. Bhopal’s Nawab,
Hamidullah Khan, had even
been enticed with the offer of
being appointed as the Gov-
ernor-General of Pakistan.
A sycophant of the British
and an opponent of the free-
dom struggle, the Nawab of
Bhopal—who had served
two terms as the Chancellor
of the ‘Chamber of Princes’
(an organization of princely
states)—wielded  consider-
able influence over the other
kings and rulers of the era.
It was the educated, patriotic
youth of the Bhopal princely
state itself who resolved to
thwart the conspiracy to align
Bhopal with Pakistan and
pledged to integrate it into
independent India. The most
vigorous merger movement
in the history of the Bhopal
princely state was led by Bhai
Ratan Kumar Gupta. In the
story of Bhopals liberation,
the unforgettable contribu-
tions of Pt. Uddhav Das Me-
hta, Dr. Shankar Dayal Shar-
ma, Master Lal Singh, Nitya
Gopal Sharma, Surajmal Jain,
Professor Akshay Kumar,
Laxmi Narayan Jaimini, Prem
Srivastava, Balkrishna Gupta,
Jamuna Prasad Mukharaiya,
Basanti Devi, Shanti Devi,
Mohini Devi, and Pushpa
Charu can never be forgot-
ten. ‘Ratan Kuti'—located
in Jumerati, Bhopal, which
served as the epicenter of the
movement and also housed
the offices of the newspaper
*Nai Rah*—was sealed oft by
the oppressive Nawab regime.
Subsequently, the movement

continued to operate clan-
destinely from Narmadapu-
ram. Ichhawar in Sehore and
Raisen also served as key

centers for this movement.
During a public gathering in
Boras, Raisen district—at the
very moment the Tricolor
was being hoisted—the po-
lice opened fire. This brutal
act resulted in the martyrdom
of four activists: the youngest
among them, Chhotelal (aged
16), along with Dhan Singh,
Mangal Singh, and Vishal
Singh. When news of the
heinous Boras firing incident
reached Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, he issued a stern warn-
ing to Nawab Hamidullah.
On January 24, 1949, he dis-
patched his secretary, V.P. Me-
non, to Bhopal. This was no
ordinary incident. Ultimately,
bowing before the valor of the
martyrs and the formidable
authority of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, Nawab Hamidul-
lah Khan was compelled to
yield; subsequently, on June 1,
1949, Bhopal attained its free-
dom. During my tenure as the
Mayor of Bhopal, I proposed
to all my councilors that we
should observe the day of
Bhopal’s liberation as ‘Bhopal
Gaurav Diwas’ (Bhopal Pride
Day). The Municipal Council
passed a resolution to cele-
brate Bhopal Merger Day as
‘Bhopal Gaurav Diwas. The
then Chief Minister, Shivraj
Singh  Choubhan,
inaugurated this tradition,
and ever since 2017, ‘Bhopal
Gaurav Diwas™ has been cel-
ebrated annually at the Bho-
pal Gate. Indeed, the Bhopal
Merger
tutes a pivotal chapter in the
post-independence history of
India. Today, both society and
the nation are undergoing a
generational transition. The
upcoming generation must

formally

Movement consti-

be made aware of how the
citizens of the Bhopal Prince-
ly State struggled to liberate
themselves from the oppres-
sive Nawab rule. The sacrific-
es made by the citizens of the
Bhopal Princely State during
the Bhopal Merger Move-
ment can never be forgot-
ten; they stand as a profound
symbol of the spirit of Indian
democracy and the unity of
its citizens. On this 77th anni-
versary of Bhopal’s liberation,
I extend my warmest wishes
and heartfelt congratulations
to all the residents of Bhopal.

(These are the author’s own
views.)
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Naresh Kaushik

The main driver of any
nation’s economy is its
human capital. But
China is increasingly at
a disadvantage in this
area. A shrinking pop-
ulation of young people
and an ever-growing
number of elderly people
are set to become a ma-
jor stumbling block. The
birth rate has now fallen
to the lowest level since
1949, when Mao Zedong
came to power after
leading the communist
revolution. Last year,
only 7.92 million new
babies were born, a 17%
decline from 2024. With
the death rate also rising,
China will lose nearly
60 million people in the
next decade - almost the
size of Gujarat. This loss
will worsen the crisis of
under-consumption.

About author-

Columnist , Former editor at
BBC & Associated Press
based in London

hina will overtake the US

to become the world’s larg-

est economy by 2028, a
British think tank predicted in
December 2020, after the first
Covid wave. The Centre for Eco-
nomics and Business Research
said Chinas “skilful” manage-
ment of the pandemic would
boost its relative growth com-
pared with the US and Europe
in the coming years. Five years
later, the think tank said China
is unlikely to overtake the US
economy for another 15 years.
Other analysts doubt that Bei-
jing will ever achieve that, giv-
en the structural problems and
roadblocks facing its economy.

he latest economic data re-

leased in Beijing last week

confirms that the world’s
second-largest economy has lost
momentum. Industrial produc-
tion rose by just 4.1% year-on-
year in April, the weakest since
mid-2023. Retail sales grew by
just 0.2%, the worst since the
country’s economy reopened af-
ter the pandemic in December
2022. Fixed asset investment
contracted by 1.6% in the first
four months of this year, driv-
en by a 13.7% year on year
decline in property devel-
opment. Property invest-
ment in China has nearly
halved since its pandem-
ic-era peak in 2021. The
real estate bubble burst
soon after the pandemic
ended, depleting the sav-
ings of miﬁions of ordinary
Chinese. This has severe-
ly hit demand for consumer
products, as people are stuck
with loans on flats they can’t sell.
After buying a house, owning a
car used to be another major in-
vestment for Chinese people, but
most can't afford one now. Ear-
lier in May, China’s car makers
reported a 25.5% year-on-year
decline in passenger car sales,
marking the sixth consecutive
month of year-on-year
declines. China’s elec-
tric car giant, BYD,
has built up a large
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stock of unsold cars. Its profits in
the first quarter of this year were
down 55%, to a three-year low.
he Broken Model China
has made significant eco-
nomic progress and has
become a superpower as a result
of the reforms initiated by Deng
Xiaoping in 1980 and later car-
ried forward by his successors,
making the country the world’s
factory. This helped lift tens of
millions of people out of pover-
%and created millions of jobs.
e current leader, Xi Jinping,
has focused on self-reliance and
innovation in high technology
to make China the global lea%-

er in many fields,
including ship-
build-

ing,
solar
pan-
els,
wind
tur-
bines,
ro-

The Great Chinese ‘Miracle’ Is Quickly Turning Iinto A Debt Nightmare

botics and electric vehicles. It
is also a world leader in AI and
semiconductors.

ut Chinas growth story is

based on exports, an eco-

nomic model that now
appears broken. Demand for its
products at home has shrunk be-
cause 1;;eople can’t afford them,
even though they’re cheap. Do-
mestic consumption drives more
than 80% of growth in the US
and UK, and about 70% in In-
dia. China’s share last year was
just 52%; this year, it must be
even lower. In February, the IMF
said that “domestic demand has
been subdued, in part because
the protracted property slump,
combined with a weak social
safety net, hurt consumers’ will-
ingness to spend”. The IMF cut
China’s 2026 growth rate to 4.5%
from 5% last year. In March, the
Chinese government also set its
annual growth target to a range
of 4.5%-5%, the lowest goal since

1991.

ut China is still build-
ing new factories and
plants  for  export,
continuing to make the
world dependent on Chi-
nese products. Last year,
its trade deficit hit $1.19
trillion, fuelling more re-
sentment against Beijing
and prompting coun-
tries around the world
to demand that China
increase imports. If the
war in Iran leads to a
lobal recession, as is
likely, demand for Chinese
products will fall, hurting its
plants and industries. Overca-
pacity in factories has already
caused deflation, where prices
continue to dro% discourag-
ing customers from buying
in the hope that goods will be
even cheaper later.

ime
Bomb?
T h e

unsustain-
able export

model is just one indication of
the ticking time bomb staring
at the Chinese economy. The
country also has two other
serious issues that are slowly
killing its economy: budget
deficits and a population crisis.
China’s official budget deficit
is 4% of its GDP. That doesn’t
look too bad compared to the
US, which has a deficit twice
as large. But China’s complex
system has three other nation-
al budgets. The Government
Funds Budget, the State Capi-
tal Operations Budget, and the
Social Insurance Fund Budget.
An analysis by China Power, a
branch of the US-based Cen-
tre for Strategic Studies, has
found that if all these budgets
are also accounted for, Chi-
na’s total deficit climbs to a
record-breaking 9.1% of GDP.
China’s total debt-to-GDP ra-
tio has topped 300%, according
to Mark Williams, Chief Econ-
omist at Capital Enterprises,
as reported by Fortune earlier
this month. If his analysis is
correct, it would surpass that
of the US, the Eurozone and
other major economies. India’s
debt-to-GDP ratio last year
was 82%. China’s interest pay-
ments on debt have skyrock-
eted by 341% between 2013
and 2025, outpacing any other
major budget category. Private
companies are also borrowing
heavily. Business debt has dou-
bled since 2019, while revenue
growth has been only 30%.

(These are the author’s own
views.)

Will India Become the World Third Economic Superpower?

MYVIEW" ECONOMY

Prof Dr R.K. Uppal

Agriculture, which
continues to employ

a large share of the
population, faces issues
such as low
productivity, fragment-
ed landholdings, and
vulnerability to climate
change. Strengthening
agricultural infra-
structure, improving
technology adoption,
and increasing farm-
ers&#39; incomes will
be important for
balanced economic
development.

About author-
Principal/Director GGS
College of Management and
Technology, Gidderbaha ,
Punjab

the most influential econom-
ic forces of the twenty-first
century. Withits vast population,
expanding middle class, techno-
logical advancements, and grow-
ing global
resence, the country is wide-
y expected to become the
world&#39;s third-largest econ-
omy in the
goming years. Many ecpnomists,
international organizations, and
olicy experts believe that
India has the potential to trans-
form itself into a major economic
SUpErpower. However, achievin
this status will depend not only
on the size of its economy but
also on its ability to address
critical structural challenges and
ensure inclusive and sustainable
growth.India&#39;s economic
journey over the past three de-
cades has been remarkable. Since
the economic
reforms of 1991, the country
has experienced significant
growth driven by liberal-
ization,privatization,  an
globalization. These reforms
opened the Indian economy to
foreign
investment, increased competi-
tion, and encouraged entrepre-
neurship. As a result, sectors
such as
information  technology,
telecommunications, phar-
maceuticals, financial
services, and
manufacturing  wit-
nessed rapid  ex- |
ansion. Today, *
ndia is among the
world&#39;s  fast-
_est-growing ~ *
major economies
and plays an increas-

India is emerging as one of

ingly important role in global
trade and investment.One of
India&#39;s greatest advantages
is its demographic strength. The
country has one of the youngest
populations in the world, with
a large proportion of citizens
in the working-age group.This
demographic dividend provides
a unique opportunity for sus-

tained economic growth. A

young workforce can contribute
significantly to productivity, in-

novation, and consumption. If

India succeeds in pro-

viding  quality edu-

c a tion,” = 7 skill
- L= de-
<

vel- .

/ ture.

opment, and employment op-
ortunities
to its youth, it can harness this
demographic advantage to fuel
long-term economic expansion.
Another  factor  supportin
India&#39;s rise is the rapi
growth of its digital economy.
The widespread
adoption of smart phones, in-
ternet connectivity, digital pay-
ments, and e-governance has
transformed the way businesses
and consumers interact. India
has become a global leader in

digital financial transactions
and digital public infrastruc-
e success of digital

initiatives
w= has improved fi-
nancial = inclusion,

reduced transaction
costs, and increased
efficiency across
3 various sectors.
. The digital revo-
=~ lution is creating
new opportuni-
ties for “entrepre-
neurship,
innovation, and eco-
nomic growth.
Infrastructure devel-
opment has also be-
come a major prior-
ity. Significant
investments

in
highways,
railways,
airports,
orts, lo-
gistics, and
urban  de-
velopment
are improving
connectivity

and facilitating

business activity. Modern infra-
structure reduces transportation
costs, increases
productivity, and attracts domes-
tic as well as foreign investment.
Large-scale infrastructure
projects can stimulate economic
growth by ﬁenerating employ-
ment and enhancing the
competitiveness of Indian indus-
tries in global markets. The man-
ufacturing sector is expected to
play a crucial role in India&#39;s
economic ambitions. The
government has launched sever-
al initiatives to promote domes-
tic manufacturing and attract
global companies seeking alter-
natives to traditional production
hubs. Programs aimed at boost-
ingindustrial production, en-
couraging exports, and strength-
ening supply chains have the
otential to
increase India&#39;s share in
global manufacturing. A strong
manufacturing sector can create
millions
of jobs and contribute signifi-
cantly to economic growth. In-
dia&#39;s growing consumer
market is another powerful driv-
er of economic expansion. Rising
incomes, urbanization, and an
expandin%l middle_ class are in-
creasing demand for goods and
services. This large domestic
market provides businesses with
substantial growth opportunities
and makes India an attractive
destination for international in-
vestors.  Consumption-driven
growthcan help sustain econom-
ic momentum even during peri-
ods of global uncertainty.

(These are the author’s own
views.)

Digital Boundaries Are Redefining the Online Worild

Dr Vijay Garg
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or years, the internet was
Fcele rated as a “border-

less world” It promised
free communication, unlimited
knowledge, global friendships,
and equal opportunities be-
yond geography. A student in a
small Indian village could learn
from an American university,
a business in Punjab could sell
Froducts in Europe, and fami-
ies separated by oceans could
remain connected instantly. The
digital revolution appeared to
erase physical boundaries and
create one shared global space.

But today, that dream is chang-
ing. The digital world is no lon-
ger trul orderless. Nations,
corporations, and political inter-
ests are rebuilding invisible walls
across the internet. The modern
digital landscape is increasingly
divided by regulations, censor-
ship, data controls, cyber con-
flicts, language barriers, and
technological competition. The
internet that once united human-
ity is slowly fragmenting into
many separate digital territories.

Rise of Digital Borders
Countries across the world
are now asserting “digital sov-

ereignty, meaning they want
greater control over online ac-
tivities within their borders.
Governments are introducing
laws regarding data storage, on-
line speech, cybersecurity, and
foreign technology platforms.

Several nations demand that
citizens’ data must be stored
locally rather than on foreign
servers. Some countries restrict
or ban international social me-
dia platforms, apps, or websites.
Others create national firewalls
to monitor or filter online con-
tent. These measures are often
justified in the name of securi-
ty, privacy, or cultural protec-
tion, but they also reduce the
openness of the global internet.

As a result, internet users in dif-
ferent countries now experience
very different digital realities.
What is accessible in one na-
tion may be blocked in another.
Information flow is no longer

equally free across borders.
Technology and Geo-
olitical Rivalry

echnology has become a ma-
jor instrument of geopolitical
power. Competition between

powerful nations over artifi-
cial intelligence, semiconduc-
tor manufacturing, cyber de-
fense, and digital infrastructure
is reshaping global relations.

Countries increasingly view
technology companies not mere-
ly as businesses but as strategic
assets tied to national interests.
Restrictions on technology ex-
ports, bans on foreign ‘apps,
sanctions on tech firms, and
disputes over telecom networks
reveal how digital systems are
becoming politically sensitive.

The race for technological
dominance has divided glob-
al supply chains and created
competing digital ecosystems.
Instead of one interconnect-
ed technological world, sepa-
rate blocs are emerging. Social
Media and Information Silos
Social media was once expect-
ed to connect cultures and en-
coura%e understanding. Instead,
digital platforms often create
“information silos” where us-
ers are exposed mainly to con-
tent that matches their beliefs,
language, or political views.

Algorithms prioritize engage-
ment rather than balanced un-

derstanding. This has contributed
to misinformation, polarization,
online hostility, and cultural
isolation. Different regions now
consume entirely different nar-
ratives about the same events.

In many cases, online commu-
nities have become more frag-
mented than united. Rather
than a shared global conversa-
tion, the internet often resem-
bles parallel digital universes.

Cybersecurity and Trust Deficit
The increase in cybercrime,
hacking, surveillance, and digital
espionage has further weakened
the idea of a borderless internet.
Governments and organizations
are becoming cautious about for-
eign software, cloud systems, and
digital infrastructure.

(These are the author’s own
views.)
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RAFI AHMAD ANSARI
BUREAU HEAD

Stadium on Sunday.

match been played in the c1t1}1/
K Shivakumar said amid

“Injustice Done To RCB Fans': DK Shivakumar Hits

owered by Virat Kohli’s fastest half-century in the IPL, Royal
PChallengers Bengaluru sealed back-to-back IPL title trlumphs by

completing a clinical chase of 156 and beating Gujarat Titans b NB’
five wickets in front of their passionate fans in Gujarat’s Narendra Modi

RDB fans in Bengaluru would have had a great moment had the

e celebrations.

€CThe RCB match was supposed to be held in Bengaluru. We have been
wronged. They have taken it there because of politics. Now I will not
say anything more,” Shivakumar, who will take oath on June 3, said.

Karnataka Chief Minister-designate
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to malign the security forces and termed them “grossly false” and
“baseless’”.

The serious disinformation bid on social media that could harm oper-
ations and add to mistrust comes at a time when the common people
cutting across community lines in the border state are trying to return
to their normal lives and live in peace, officials said.Unknown suspects
opened fire at a village in Kangpokpi district on Saturday, the police said.
During the incident that happened at 1.45 pm, five kutcha houses were
set on fire in the districts Kharam Vaiphei village, they said.

Manipur Police Flag Disinformation Against Security
The police in Manipur have flagged social media posts that tried
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35 Ministers To Take Oath In West Bengal Cabinet
Suvendu Adhikari said Governor RN Ravi will administer the oath

BJP Leader Annamalai To Launch ‘New Movement”

The Tamil Nadu BJP’s former chief, K Annamalai, will launch a
“new movement” in the state, sources said. He aims to enroll
like-minded people and build a strong volunteer base. There is
also buzz that he could launch “Makkal Sakthi Iyakkam” (People’s Power
Movement), sources added.

at 11 AM at the Lok Bhavan. West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari announced that 35 ministers will be sworn in on Monday
as part of the expansion of his cabinet.
Adhikari said Governor RN Ravi will administer the oath at 11 am at
the Lok Bhavan.“Tomorrow, a full-fledged Council of Ministers of the
nationalist government elected by the people of West Bengal will be con-
stituted,” he said in a social media post on Sunday evening.“As part of the
ANAND WARE cabinet expansion, 35 ministers of the Government of West Bengal will
of Class 9. In a post on X, he had remarked that it caused “unnecessary take oath at Lok Bhavan at 11 am. Hon'ble Governor Shri RN Ravi will
BUREAU HEAD mental stress” to students and parents in Tamil Nadu. [ | administer the oath of office to them at Lok Bhavan,” he added.
IR OO R R DR R DR RO RO O RO RO RO RO RO RO RO RO DO DO DO OO RO DR DR DR RO RO OO R OO R RN R R R R D R R D R R R

three-language policy. Annamalai had sought a roll back of the

His move follows his differences with the Centre over the
implementation of the CBSE's three-language policy for students
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"HE WANTED T0 TAKE IT" - GABRIEL'S FIRST ARSENAL
PENALTY ENDS WITH HEARTBREAK

he defining image of Arsenal's Champions League final defeat was Gabriel
standing with his head in his hands as he was consoled by Paris St-Germain
captain and Brazil team-mate Marquinhos.It was a cruel end to the defender’s
first European final. His penalty, blasted over the crossbar, proved decisive as
the Gunners suffered shootout heartbreak and PSG successfully defended their
title.For a player who has so often been Arsenal’s difference-maker this sea-
son, it was not the contribution he would have envisaged before the club’s first

Champions League final since 2006.

t was the first penalty Gabriel had taken for Arsenal, with manager Mikel Arteta
revealing the defender had “prepared and trained for this moment”.

SPORTS/BUSINESS/F00D

FIA PRESIDENT MOHAMMED BEN SULAYEM IS PROPOSING A
REMOVAL OF TERM LIMITS FOR THE POSITION AS HEAD...
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rently exists

consistent aptp

he move would enable the 64-year-old Emirati - who was re-elected unop-
posed in December as a result of a quirk in election rules that prevented
anyone else from standing - to continue as president beyond the current
12-year limit.Under current rules, the presidential term is four years and a
person can stand for re-election twice - therefore completing a maximum
of three terms.The plan to change the FIA’ statutes will be discussed and
voted on at next month’s FIA General Assembly, where it is expected to be
passed by members.

n FIA spokesperson said: “A proposal has been put forward to establish a
roach to tenure across all FIA bodies, similar to what cur-
or the world councils and the senate.

-

ALEXANDER ZVEREV UNDERLINED HIS STATUS AS FAVOURITE FOR
THE FRENCH OPEN MEN'S SINGLES TITLE WITH...

howing few nerves on Court Philj
fourth-round match 7-6 (7-3) 6-4 6-1.

he second seed, 29, has long been earmarked as a future Grand Slam champi-

on but despite reaching finals at three of the four majors, he is still searchin

for a maiden title. However, with world number one Jannik Sinner and Nova
Djokovic both eliminated in the first week, plus defending champion Carlos
Alcaraz absent because of injury, the German’s route to the title has opened up.

Fpe—Chatrier, Zverev came through his
CCIt was a bit difficult in the beginning,” Zverev said on court. “I didn't start

strong and he started really fast. But once I found my rhythm, I was com-
fortable.

RCB vs GT IPL Final Should Have Been Post-

\firat Kohli, Anushka Sharma Stunnetd As Third
Umpire’s Decision Goes Against RCB InIPL 2026

Agency News

he decision sparked
controversy as fans on
social media compared

the catch to one taken by GT’s
Jason Holder during a league
match, but the verdict was dif-
ferent. A huge controversial
moment took place during the
Royal Challengers Bengaluru vs
Gujarat Titans IPL 2026 final in
Ahmedabad on Sunday. On the
final ball of the 10th over during
GT’s batting, Washington Sun-
dar pulled Jacob Dufty’s deliv-
ery towards fine leg. Substitute
fielder Jordan Cox ran in from
deep and took the catch with
a forward dive. As Sundar was
walking back to the dugout, the
ground umpires referred the
catch upstairs. The TV umpire
reviewed the footage and con-

cluded that Cox had grounded
the ball while completing the
catch. Right after the verdict was
declared on the big screen, RCB
captain Rajat Patidar argued with
the ground umpire but in vain.

CB veteran and star play-
er Virat Kohli looked
tunned on the ground af-

ter the giant screen showed “not

out”. Similar was the case with Vi-

rat’s wife Anushka Sharma, who

was in the stands and couldn’t
believe the result.

r I ~he decision sparked con-
troversy as fans on social
media compared Cox’s

catch to one taken by GT’s Jason

Holder during a league match,
but the verdict was different.

poned, Says Sunil Gavaskar. Here’'s Why

Gujarat Titans’ build-up
to the IPL 2026 final was
not ideal as the Shubman
Gill-led side arrived in Ahmed-
abad late. Severe weather condi-
tions delayed the team’s arrival
in Ahmedabad Gujarat Titans
build-up to the IPL 2026 final
was not ideal as the Shubman
Gill-led side arrived in Ahmed-
abad late. Severe weather condi-
tions delayed the team’s arrival in
Ahmedabad, leaving them with
less than 24 hours to gear up for
Sunday’s title clash against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB).
The Titans, who secured their
place in the final with a victory
over Rajasthan Royals in Qualifi-
er 2 on Friday, were scheduled to
fly from Chandigarh on Saturday
afternoon via a chartered flight.
However, heavy rain and stormy

conditions across north-west-
ern India, particularly

in Punjab, disrupted
airport operations
and delayed
multiple  de-
partures from
Chandigarh.
As a result,
the  Gujarat
Titans reached
Ahmedabad
only around
10:30 pm on Sat-
urday, signifi-
cantly

re-

4.

ducing their preparation time
ahead of the summit clash at
their home venue.

The scheduling challenge
comes after the BCCI’s de-
cision to stage the IPL play-
offs across three different
venues this season, making
it the first time a team has
had to travel just a day be-
fore the final.

In contrast, RCB arrived in
Ahmedabad on Wednes-
day and have ben-

efited from
additional

recovery

and train-

ing time

‘:’"-". before
|~ their sec-

ond con-

secutive

IPL final

appearance.

India legend Sunil Gavaskar
believes that the IPL 2026 final
should have been postponed by
a day to be a little fair’ to the
Gujarat Titans. ”Yes, definitely.
Make no mistake, players require
rest. You didn’t know when your
flight was taking off, so there was
anxiousness, which means you
are mentally also off apart from
the physical toll,” Sunil Gavaskar
told India Today.

“So, I thought with a reserve

day in place, considering what

happened was completely unex-

pected, they could have pushed

the final to tomorrow, just to be

a little fair to the Gujarat Titans
team.”

Mumbai’'s famed dabbawalas fed millions for over 100 years -

Agency News

very morning, before the
city has fully woken up, men
in white caps and shirts ar-
rive at Mumbai’s suburban rail-

way stations on bicycles stacked
high with lunchboxes.

They load these boxes onto

trains, cross the city and then

spread out on foot and bikes to

eliver hot, home-cooked meals
to office workers.

After a short break, they do it all
in reverse - collecting the emp-
tK boxes and returning them to
the kitchens they came from by
mid-afternoon.

These men are called dabbawalas
and for more than a century they
have kept Mumbai fed through a
delivery system so precise it be-

came world famous. The lunch-

boxes - called dabbas - usually

carry rice, lentils, vegetable cur-

ries, rotis (flatbread) and some-

times meat that is freshly cooked

in homes across the city’s sub-
urbs.

For generations of office work-
ers In Mumbai, home-cooked
meals have remained deeply tied
to family routine, culture and di-
etary preferences - making the
daily Tunchbox an essential part
of working life in the fast-paced
city.

Each box is marked with an al-
phanumeric code that tells a
dabbawala where it came from,
where it is going, which floor of
which buildging it belongs to and
how to get it back again. No apps
or GPS - just a system passed
down through generations of
workers who know Mumbai’s

trains and streets instinctively.

The trade has brought Mumbai
- India’s financial capital - glob-
al attention. Harvard Business
School studied it as a masterclass
in low-cost logistics. In 2003,
even the future King Charles
spent some time with dab-
bawalas on a trip to Mumbai.
The service became synonymous
with something Mumbai prided
itself on, that beneath the noise
and the rush, some things still
worked with unshakeable preci-
sion.

Now, the men who built that
reputation are stru%gling to
survive. The dabbawala system
is believed to have begun in the
late 19th Century, when Bom-
bay (now Mumbai) - then under
British colonial rule - was rapid-
ly expanding and office workers
needed a way to eat fresh, home-

cooked food during the day. At

a time when restaurants and

canteens were limited, carry-

ing meals from home mattered

deeply in a city where food was

tied to culture, religion and fam-
ily routine.

The idea is generally tracked
back to a Parsi banker, who
hired a man to pick up his lunch
from home eachp morning, deliv-
er it to his office and return the
empty box later. A simple sys-
tem, which soon caught on.

In 1890, a man named Mahadeo
Bachche organised the system in
its modern form with about 100
workers, according to Shobha
Bondre’s book Mumbai’s Dab-
bawala: The Uncommon Story
of the Common Man.
Early dabbawalas transport-
ed lunchboxes on bicycles and
marked them with "coloured

now they are disappearing

threads so they could be sorted and
returned accurately. Over time,
those markings were replaced with
a unique alphanumeric code sys-
tem, while deliveries came to rely
on bicycles, motorbikes and Mum-
bai’s suburban train network. At its
peak, nearly 4,500 dabbawalas de-
livered around 50,000 lunch boxes
across Mumbai every day, accord-
ing to organisations that regulate
and monitor the service.

But the pandemic disrupted that

system. As offices shut and people

began working from home, daily

deliveries were no longer needed
in the same way.

Dabbawalas who once served 20

or 25 office workers a day were

suddenly left with only a handful

of customers - S(l)me with none at
all.

Why Britain’s notoriously had train
wi-fl might soon he athing of the past

Agency News

‘m sitting on the 09:00 from
London "to Norwich and
something unusual is hap-
pening: my wi-fi connection on
board is largely stable.

I can check my emails, message
my team back in

the office, and
have clear audio
calls.

In the same car-
riage,  Rebecca
Kendall has also
been able to crack
on with work on
her two-hour
commute - but
she tells me this
isn’t always the
case. Its a story
familiar to many
rail passengers -
but things may
be about to get
better.

Rebecca, 36, takes
the train about six
times a month in
her role as head of operations
for a charity, and spends her
journeys sending emails and in-
stant messages as well as using
software. The connection can be
mixed, and sometimes the wi-fi
“doesn’t work at all’”, she says.

On a typical journey, Rebecca
estimates she can manage only
about half the tasks she would
normally be able to get through
at her desk. When §he has au-
dio calls, she forewarns her

colleagues she might lose con-
nection.

“I just wouldn’t risk having an
important video call,} Rebecca
says, citing how unstable the con-
nection often is. “I would never
plan one” Many rail passengers
in the UK will be familiar with
the frustrations of on-board wi-

fi. Sometimes it’s impossible to
get any connection, or the signal
will be temperamental through-
out the journey. Mobile data can
be unreliable, too - especially
when trains travel through tun-
nels. A 2025 report by network
testing company Ookla ranked
the UK’s onboard wi-fi speed as
16th of 18 major European and
Asian countries. Average speeds
in the UK are 1.09 Megabits per
second (Mbps), compared to
64.58 Mbps in Sweden and 29.79

Mbps in Switzerland, the report
found.

Away from the tracks, the aver-
age maximum download speed
for UK households and small
businesses is a much swifter 285
Mbps, according to Ofcom. This
week, the gov-
ernment an-
nounced plans
to boost train
wi-fi speed and
reliability over
the next five
years. Tech-
nology will
be rolled out
across 1,400
trains on main-
line nation-
alised services
allowing them
to connect to
low-earth  sat-
ellites, instead
of mobile net-
works.

The government
says it hopes to improve the avail-
ability of wi-fi from the current
50-60% to at least 90%, as well
as increasing the speed between

five- and 10-fold.

The Department for Transport

(DST) says it plans to spend £57m

on the project. Transport Secre-

tary Heidi Alexander is expected

to formally announce the plans
this summer.

Which Mango To Choose
For Homemade Ice Cream

Agency News

ifferent mango varieties
Dcome with different lev-

els of sweetness, fibre,
and juiciness, which can affect
the final texture of the ice cream.
Nothing feels more refresh-
ing in summer than a bowl of
homemade mango ice cream.
The taste, aroma, and natural
sweetness of mangoes can turn a
simple frozen dessert into some-
thing truly special. However,
choosing the right mango is the
most important step if you want
your ice cream to taste rich,
creamy, and naturally flavourful.
Different mango varieties come
with different levels of sweet-
ness, fibre, and juiciness, which
can affect the final texture of the
ice cream. Some mangoes blend
smoothly and create a velvety
texture, while others may feel
fibrous or watery. By picking the

right mango and following a few

simple tips, you can easily make

delicious mango ice cream at

home without using artificial fla-

vours or colours. How To Choose
The Right Mango

1. Pick Naturally Sweet Mangoes
Sweet mangoes reduce the need
for extra sugar in your recipe. Va-
rieties like Alphonso, Kesar, and
Badami are popular for their rich
flavour and natural sweetness.

2. Avoid Fibre-Rich Mangoes

Fibrous mangoes can make the

ice cream feel rough instead of

creamy. Always choose smooth-

fleshed mangoes for a soft and
silky texture.

Alienkind Lands In Delhi With Stuffed
Burgers And Futuristic Drinks

Agency News

ith alien-inspired
interiors, aesthetic
smoothies, and stuffed

burgers that feel straight out of
a sci-fi movie, Alienkind is one
of Delhi’s newest fast-food spots
worth checking out. Delhi’s cafe
scene is constantly evolving, and
every few months, there’s a new
concept trying to grab the city’s
attention. The latest addition to
the list is Alienkind - a futuris-
tic fast-food cafe that has final-
ly arrived in Delhi after making
waves in Bangalore. With its
alien-inspired aesthetic, quirky
menu names, and colourful
drinks, the space feels like it has
been designed especially for Gen
Z diners looking for something
different from the usual burger-
and-fries experience. I recently
got the chance to visit Alienkind,
and from the moment you step
inside, the futuristic concept be-
comes hard to miss. From red-

themed interiors to menu names
like Starship Burgers, Portal
Bagels, Hyperlabs, and Sandos,
the entire experience leans heav-
ily into its sci-fi identity without
feeling too gimmicky. The high-
light of the menu is definitely
their Starship Burgers - stuffed
burgers that look almost like
little space pods. Unlike regular
burgers, these come sealed with
different fillings packed inside.
I tried the OG Chicken Starship
Burger, which came loaded with
a generous chicken filling. It
was comforting, flavourful, and
surprisingly filling. What I also
liked was that the menu isn't
overwhelmingly extensive. It
feels easy to navigate, especially
if youre someone looking for a
quick bite without spending too
much time deciding what to or-
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total of 219 people have
Abeen injured in clashes
between football fans
and police across France after
Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)

won the Champions League
final against Arsenal.

Eight were in a serious con-
dition, Interior Minister Lau-
rent Nufiez said. Thousands
of officers were deployed to
curb unrest that disrupted
bus, train and rail services in
the capital, Paris. Fifty-seven
of them were injured.

Nuilez said 780 people had
been arrested over the vio-
lence - with more than 450 in
custody. A person was found
dead after an accident on Par-
is's ring road, which rioters

tried to block overnight.

Some 6,000 police have been

mobilised for Sunday’s vic-

tory parade at the site of the

Eiffel Tower. The interior

minister said the security

forces would be “firm” in
their response.

“We are a great country for
maintaining public order.
We allow freedom of assem-
bly, but not excesses,” he said.

There was similar violence
when PSG won the same
trophy last year, with cel-
ebrations turning deadly.
Thousands of officers had
been deployed this time to
curb unrest that disrupted
bus, train and rail services in
Paris.
The vast Champs-Elysées
was swarmed by fans shortly

after the local team won in a
penalty shootout.
Footage shows flares being set
off, electric bikes burning on

roads and revellers smashing
the glass of at least one shop-
front. Police fired tear gas to
disperse crowds in the city

centre. Paris police made 480
arrests, with 277 taken into
custody, including 82 minors.
The figures were provisional,

the Paris prosecutor’s office
said. It added that offences
ranged from attacks on offi-
cers to attacks on property,
theft, as well as illegal pos-
session of weapons. The cir-
cumstances surrounding the
death of the 24-year-old near
Porte Maillot in the Paris ring
road remain unclear. Some
witnesses said he was riding a
motorcycle when he crashed
into concrete blocks.

A teenager was also in critical
condition following a brawl
in another area of Paris. It is
not clear if they were involved
in the football-related riot-
ing. ”The vast majority go out
to celebrate and it goes very
well,” the French interior min-
ister said on Sunday.
“But other individuals, who
are not PSG supporters, who
don't even watch the match,

come to cause trouble and
disturbances. We are here to
prevent them from doing so.
Our response is very firm?”
Far-right leader Marine Le
Pen wrote on X: “Only in
France does a football club’s
victory spark riots” “Only
in France does everyone feel
compelled to lock them-
selves in their homes on the
evening of a victory to avoid
being confronted with vio-
lence,” she said. Players are
due to take part in the victo-
ry parade later on Sunday. It
includes touring the Champ-
de-Mars next to the Eiffel
Tower and a reception held
by French President Emman-
uel Macron.

Why moving ahout is key for children’s heaith - and

Japan defence minister
denies militarism and crit-
icises Chinas 'huge arsenal

Agency News

apans defence minister has
rebutted Beijing’s claim that
his country was engaging in
“new militarism” - criticising
China for its military expansion
and lack of transparency.

Shinjiro Koizumi argued it was
actually China and its “huge arse-
nal” of weapons that was of “seri-
ous concern” to the international
community.

His remarks, on the last day of
a defence summit in Singapore,
were some of the most point-
ed yet from Tokyo in response

to China’s repeated criticism of
Japan’s military build-up under
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi.

The two countries have a long

history of tensions stemming

from Japans invasion of China
during World War Two.

Last week, a day before the Sin-
gapore summit began, Chi-
nas national defence ministry
spokesman Jiang Bin had warned
“the grey rhino of a remilitarised
Japan is gathering speed” and
called on the international com-
munity to “work together to con-
tain Japan’s neo-militarism”.

Japan has been steadily increasing
its defence budget, setting spend-
ing records for 12 consecutive
years. Its latest budget, approved
in December by its cabinet, is for
more than 9 trillion yen ($57bn;
£42bn) - moving the country
closer to its target of spending 2%
of its GDP on the military.

The Japanese government has

previously insisted it was not
seeking war and only wants to
bolster its defences.
In his speech on Sunday at the
Shangri-la Dialogue, Koizumi
said it was “only natural” that
every country, including Japan,
updates its defences to meet new
challenges and to contribute to
peace in the region. He sought to
reassure the roomful of officials
from Asian countries, including
several that were invaded by Ja-
pan in WW2, by promising Ja-

pan would proceed “with a high
degree of transparency” and en-
gage in constant dialogue with
other countries.
“What are we developing these
capabilities for? And based on
what thinking? Japan will move
forward while making a clear
explanation to the international
community; he said.
Koizumi rebuffed the idea that
Japan was engaged in “new mil-
itarism’, saying it was “nothing
further from the truth”
“There’s a country that has a
huge arsenal of nuclear weap-
ons and strategic bombers,” he
said, in a veiled reference to
China. “Japan has neither of
these weapons. And yet Japan is
labelled [with] ‘new militarism’.
Isn't it strange?”

Agency News

Children are less physical-
ly active than they used
to be. Scientists are now
finding practical and effective

ways to encourage children to
move more.

Globally children are less active
than they used to be. That could
end up having lasting effects on
their health, scientists say. This
inactivity comes amid rising obe-
sity rates, with one in 10 children
and adolescents living with the
condition. Increased sedentary
time, stress, the quality of food
and lower levels of sports partici-
pation have all contributed.

The good news is that under-
standing what makes children
less active also presents opportu-
nities to encourage them to move
more, which will benefit them
now and in the future. In fact,
growing evidence now suggests
there are practical and effective
ways to do so, boosting their
physical and cognitive health in
the process.

Children should have 60 min-

utes of physical activity per day

according to recommendations.
Many do not meet them.

This can have lasting effects, as
physical inactivity in childhood
is linked to less activity in adult-
hood. Children that are more
physically active are also more

likely to be active as adults. One
longitudinal study following 712
World War Two veterans for 50
years found that participation
in sports at high school was the
strongest predictor for better
health outcomes at 70, as well as
being more physically active in
older years. Those who played

sports also had fewer visits to
the doctor.

Numerous studies show similar
effects. Exercise in childhood

is linked to better long-term
health too. Those who take part
in youth sports have been shown
to have a lower body mass index
(BMI), smaller waist circumfer-
ence and better mental health
as well as better educational
achievements and cognitive per-
formance. Cognitive benefits

Physical exercise benefits chil-
dren in the moment too, says Ni-
cole Logan an assistant professor
of kinesiology from the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island in the US.
“It  improves
body  com-
position but
also improves
and maintains
positive cog-
nitive  func-
tions as chil-
dren develop
through ado-
lescence,” she
says. “If we do
more physical
activity, we
increase our
cardiorespi-
ratory fitness
and that is
good for our
brain as well”

Given these

benefits, there’s

an increasing focus among re-
searchers on helping children
and adolescents sit less and move
more, according to groups like
the World Health Organization
(WHO). For instance, in one
nine-month  after-school  ex-
ercise programme, Logan and
colleagues found that children

with obesity had better cogni-
tive scores than those who were
not part of the intervention. The
activities took place after school
and included moderate to vigor-
ous activities five days per week.
This intervention was found to
reduce body fat too, which is one
reason cognition improved, Lo-
gan explains. That’s because fat
stored around our vital organs
can produce inflammation -
which in turn is linked to poorer
cognitive function, whilst aerobic
fitness and physical activity has
been linked to better accuracy
on complex tasks, better reaction
times. and improved inhibito-
ry control, which helps children
resist impulsive reactions and is
therefore key to concentration.
Logan proposes that schools
should implement 60 minutes of
movement per day, which would
remove the burden on parents to
facilitate access to sports (which
can be expensive and time con-

suming).

Ferrari wanted to take on Ghinese EVUS with the
Luce - then the backlash started

Agency News

he new Ferrari Luce, the

I brainchild of iPhone de-
signer Sir Jony Ive, is un-

like anything the Italian carmak-

er has ever created - so is the
backlash it is facing.

Its launch was such a big deal
that Italian President Sergio
Mattarella and Pope Leo were in-
vited to view the luxury brand’s
first electric vehicle (EV).

But internet critics, investors
and even politicians have hit out
at the Luce - which is Italian for
“light”.
The firm’s shares fell 8% the day
after the unveiling, as a host of
memes mocked the $640,000
(£475,625) car, which is also its
first five-seater.
It comes as the global motor

industry faces a
number of ma-
jor  challenges,
including fierce
competition

from  Chinese
carmakers. The
unveiling of

a Ferrari EV
marks a major

shift for a brand

built on sleek
petrol-pow-
ered supercars,

known for their
roaring engines.

For years, the

firm resisted
going electric
- even as much
of the motor

industry was making the tran-
sition. The Luce is certainly as
fast as many supercars: 0-60mph
(96km/h) in about 2.5 seconds,
with a top speed of more than

190mph.
But it is the way it looks that has
drawn the most criticism.
Former Ferrari chairman Luca

Cordero di Montezemolo told
reporters on Tuesday that the
uce is “risking the destruction
of a legend” and the firm should

remove its iconic badge from the
car. Australia-based high-end car
dealer and collector Shaun Baker
told the BBC that he refers to the
Luce - which is pronounced “loo-
chay” - as the “Loser”.

“Ferrari was the aspirational
brand to own. But with the Luce,
they’ve hurt their image,” he said.
The Luce does not have the low-
slung profile of a typical Ferrari.
Powered by electric motors, it
also does not have the distinctive
engine noise.

“This is supposed to be innova-

tion? I wonder what Enzo Ferrari

would say,” Italy’s deputy prime

minister and transport minister

Matteo Salvini said, referring to
the company’s founder.

Liquor To Soon Be Available In Ladakh’s Tourist Spots

Agency News

iquor will now be available
Lin new districts - Nubra,

Changthang, Sham and
Zanskar - providing greater acces-
sibility to tourists. Earlier, liquor
was only available in Leh city. Sale
of hard liquor will be allowed in
Ladakh, as well as in retail vends
in guest houses and homestays
have been permitted as part of a
new excise policy approved by

Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena.

The policy aims to curb the grow-
ing dependence on narcotics and
drugs and giving people a wider
choice of low alcoholic content
liquor in Ladakh region. The pol-
icy also seeks to optimise excise
revenue, while balancing public
convenience, tourism promotion,

revenue optimisation and ef-

fective and efficient regulation

of liquor trade. Key reforms

approved under the new policy
are:

Sale of hard liquor, including

-]

foreign liquor and Indian-made

foreign liquor (IMFL), is now

permitted through retail vends.

Earlier, only beer, wine and

Ready-to-Drink (RTD) beverag-

es were permitted for retail sale
through vends.

Excise duty rates have been ra-
tionalised for liquor, beer and
wine.

For the first time, retail vend
of liquor has been permitted in
guest houses and homestays, on
payment of requisite licence fees.
Earlier, only hotels were permit-
ted to serve liquor. For the first
time, beer bars with micro-brew-
eries will be allowed in Ladakh.
To improve accessibility and en-
sure regulated availability, 20 li-
quor vends to be opened through
e-auction. Earlier, only two liquor
vends were operational in Lada-
kh.

Liquor will now be avail-
able in new districts - Nubra,
Changthang, Sham and Zanskar -
providing greater accessibility to
tourists. Earlier, liquor was only
available in Leh city.

Ukraine Is Using Soldiers That Don't Need
Food Or Water To Kill Russians

Agency News

rones, robotic vehicles
and remotely con-
trolled weap-

ons platforms are
now playing a
growing role in
Kyiv’s war ef-
fort, giving it

a technolog-
ical advan-
tage against

a larger
Russian force.
Ukraine’s war
against  Russia
is increasingly be-
ing fought by machines

rather than soldiers on the bat-
tlefield. Far from the frontlines,

commanders who once fought in
some of the war’s bloodiest bat-
tles now direct attacks through
screens, livestreams and drones

instead of leading
troops into combat.

A single op-
eration  can
involve sev-
eral explo-
sive-lad-
en  robots
targeting
Russian  po-
sitions  with-
out a single
Ukrainian soldier
setting foot on the
ground, according to a re-

port by CNN. The attacks are

monitored from reconnaissance
drones overhead while opera-
tors guide the machines remotely
from control centres. Faced with
a prolonged manpower shortage
and uncertainty over continued
Western support, Ukraine has
rapidly expanded its use of un-
manned systems. Drones, robotic
vehicles and remotely controlled
weapons platforms are now play-
ing a growing role in Kyiv’s war
effort, giving it a technological
advantage against a larger Rus-

sian force.




